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"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me."  Thus  spake  Jesus  in  His  parabolic 
teachings. 

AS  the  C.S.M.  goes  to  press  this  month, 
Sister  Wright  and  I  have  just  returned  to 
Cumorah  after  completing  our  tour  of  the 
Mission.  The  tour  was  truly  a  wonderful 
experience  for  us  and  we  enjoyed  the  rich 
blessings  which  the  Lord  bestows  upon  those 
who  are  engaged  in  His  work. 

It  was  a  great  pleasure  for  us  to  meet  with 
the  Saints  in  the  various  centres  in  the  Union. 
In  meeting  with  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
Gospel,  the  testimonies  of  the  Gospel  which 
we  have  were  strengthened  and  enhanced. 
Their  obvious  love  for  the  Gospel  was  instru- 
mental in  doing  this.  Our  testimonies  are 
priceless  to  us  and  we  are  extremely  thankful 
when  they  are  strengthened.  Our  hope  is  that 
we  may  have  added  to  the  testimonies  of  the 
Saints,  as  we  have  visited  with  them.  A  know- 
ledge of  the  divinity  of  this  work  will  provide 
the  impetus  which  is  needed  to  live  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Master.  One  of  our  main  purposes 
in  coming  to  this  land  is  to  inculcate,  into  the 
minds  of  our  brothers  and  sisters,  this  know- 
ledge. In  this  way  we  can  express  our  love  for 
them  because  we  realise  that  obedience  to  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  is  the  only  way  in 
which  we  may  receive  a  fullness  of  joy. 

Sister  Wright  and  I  wish  to  avail  ourselves 
of  this  opportunity  to  express  our  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown  us 
while  we  were  visiting  among  the  Saints.  The 
hand  of  love  and  friendship  was  extended  to 
us  wherever  we  had  the  opportunity  to  visit. 
Graciousness  and  genuine  hospitality  were 
exhibited  in  the  true  spirit  of  brotherly  love. 
We  are  thankful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for 
the  privilege  of  visiting  in  the  Latter-Day  Saint 
homes  throughout  the  Mission.  While  there 
we  prayed  together,  discussed  the  Gospel  and 
enjoyed   the  lovely   meals   which   were   gener- 


ously prepared  for  us.  This  intimate  association 
drew  us  closer  together  in  the  bonds  of  love 
and  friendship. 

It  is  often  stated  that  a  man  may  measure 
his  success  in  life  by  the  number  of  true  friends- 
he  has.  In  this  respect,  we  feel  that  our  tour 
was  highly  successful.  We  were  able  to  culti- 
vate new  friendships  and  renew  old  ones. 
Friendships  are  cherished  possessions  and  when 
they  are  nurtured,  with  the  Gospel  as  a  founda- 
tion, they  last  through  the  eternities  with  ever 
increasing  vitality. 

The  Church,  in  South  Africa,  has  never 
received  as  much  favourable  publicity  as  it  did 
during  the  six  weeks  of  our  tour.  Much  credit 
is  due  the  Elders'  Quartet  for  their  outstanding 
work  in  this  connection.  We  also  wish  to 
thank  the  members  and  Elders  in  the  various 
centres  who  laboured  untiringly  to  make  our 
conference  sessions  a  success.  The  message  of 
the  restoration  of  the  Gospel  was  brought  to 
the  attention  of  many  people  who  otherwise 
may  not  have  had  the  opportunity  to  hear 
Joseph  Smith's  story.  This  being  our  objective, 
as  missionaries,  we  feel  that  the  tour  was 
extremely  successful. 

Much  prejudice,  against  the  Church,  has  been 
broken  down  and  I'm  sure  the  Lord  is  pleased. 
The  Church  is  beginning  to  gorw  in  this  land 
and  we  must  be  increasingly  vigilant  in  setting 
an  example  before  the  people  who  are  not  of 
our  faith.  We  must  practise  the  principles  of 
the  Gospel  in  our  lives  that  others,  seeing  our 
good  works,  may  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth. 

As  a  servant  of  the  living  God,  I  feel  to  bless 
the  Saints  in  this  land  for  helping  to  make  the 
tour  successful,  and  for  the  manner  in  which 
we  were  received  during  our  visits  among  the 
Saints.  The  Saviour  promised  blessings  unto 
those  who  received  His  servants  saying  that  in 
so  doing  they  would  also  be  receiving  Him. 
With  this  in  mind,  I  pray  that  you  will  enjoy 
the  Lord's  blessings  to  the  fullest  extent  and 
strive  to  build  a  Zion  in  South  Africa. 

President  EVAN  P.  WRIGHT. 
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PRESIDENT   SMITH'S  CLOSING    ADDRESS 

119th  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE. 


(A  revised  version  of  an  address  delivered 

Wednesday  afternoon,  April  6th,   1949,  at 

the  closing  session  of  conference.) 

"THIS  is  a  solemn  occasion.  We  are  met 
'  in  the  concluding  session  of  a  great  con- 
ference. Representatives  are  here  from 
many  parts  of  the  world.  We  have  been 
privileged  to  listen  to  the  counsels  and  ad- 
monition and  encouragement  of  those  who 
have  been  called  to  direct  in  Israel. 

We  are  living  in  perilous  times.  We  are 
approaching  the  evening  of  the  Sixth  Day . 
All  the  world  is  in  confusion,  and  unfortu- 
nately, as  has  been  the  case  before,  the 
majority  of  the  men  and  women  who  live 
upon  the  earth  are  in  darkness,  because 
they  do  not  have  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
—the  Gospel  of  Light. 


President    George   Albert   Smith. 

As  my  mind  goes  back  to  the  beginning 
as  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament  and  fol- 
lows down  through  the  centuries  that  have 
since  elapsed,  I  realise  that  people  have 
been  lost  to  truth  and  have  turned  to  false- 
hood, and  have  lost  their  blessings. 

The  Lord  has  been  mindful  of  his  child- 
ren all  the  time.      He  has  never  punished 


them  but  has  taught  them  so  that  they 
might  not  be  punished  by  their  own  con- 
duct. On  one  occasion  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  world  was  wiped  out  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  who  listened  to  the 
voice  of  a  servant  of  God,  who  for  more 
than  a  hundred  years  had  called  the  people 
to  repentance.  Only  those  who  were  in  the 
Ark  were  preserved.  I  have  no  idea  that 
the  remainder  of  them  thought  they  were 
not  worthy  to  perpetuate  their  kind,  but 
that  was  what  happened. 

We  have  the  instance  of  Sodom  and  Gor- 
morrah,  wherein  Abraham  learned  that  the 
cities  of  the  plains  were  to  be  destroy ed  be- 
cause of  their  wickedness.  Abraham  plead 
for  those  who  were  righteous,  saying  to  the 
Lord,  "Surely, you  are  not  going  to  destroy 
all  of  them ;  surely  there  are  people  there 
who  are  worthy  to  live."  And  then  the 
reply  to  him  was,  "If  there  are  fifty  people 
in  those  cities  they  will  be  preserved  from 
destruction." 

And  then  Abraham  asked,  "Well,  what 
if  there  are  40?"  "Yes,  if  there  are  40," 
was  the  answer.  "Then  if  30?"  "Yes,  if 
30."  "If  20?  If  10?"  "Yes."  Ten  would 
be  sufficient  to  hold  off  the  destruction  of 
the  people,  but  there  were  not  10  people 
in  those  two  great  cities  who  were  worthy 
to  live.  Lot  and  the  members  of  his  own 
family  fled  and  then  the  whole  community 
was  consumed  by  fire. 

I  could  go  on  and  on  and  on.  The  peo- 
ple had  been  warned.  Lot  was  a  servant  of 
the  Lord,  and  was  trying  to  get  them  to 
repent,  but  they  would  not  do  so. 

Then  the  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament 
warned  the  various  communities  from  time 
to  time.  They  were  fully  warned  before 
destruction  came,  but  notwithstanding  that 
warning  Jerusalem,  one  of  the  great  cities 
of  the  world,  was  repeatedly  destroyed. 
Babylon,  the  greatest  of  all  nations  at  that 
time,  had  been  warned  of  its  wickedness, 
but  they  would  not  do  what  the  Lord 
wanted  them  to,  and  they  were  destroyed. 
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In  our  own  country,  when  the  Nephites 
and  the  Lamanites  were  warring  among 
themselves,  they  were  given  certain  prom- 
ises if  they  would  keep  the  commandments 
of  God,  and  told  that  if  they  did  not  de- 
struction would  follow.  Then  we  have  the 
marvellous  record  of  2,060  Lamaiuite  boys 
— just  boys — who  joined  the  army  of  the 
Nephites  in  order  to  help  preserve  them- 
selves and  their  families  and  who  faced 
certain  death — from  any  natural  standpoint 
— because  they   were  up  against  a  trained 


army.  Hut  they  had  been  taught  by  their 
mothers  that  God  would  protect  them  it 
they  would  do  their  duty. 

These  2,060  boys,  part  of  the  army  of  the 
Nephites,  went  into  battle  repeatedly  and 
in  the  last  struggle,  which  was  so  terrible 
that  we  are  told  all  were  wounded,  many 
of  them  fainted  from  the  loss  of  blood. 
When  Helaman,  their  captain,  saw  their 
enemies  driven  away,  and  anxious  for  his 
young  charges — he  called  them  striplings, 
just  boys — went  among  the  dead  and  gath- 


Conference     Crowds 
ered  them   out   to  find   out  how  many  of 
them  were  living;  he  found  every  one  of 
them  alive,  although,  as  I  say,  many  had 
fainted  from  the  loss  of  blood. 

When  Helaman,  who  was  amazed  at  their 
miraculous  preservation,  questioned  them 
concerning  it,  their  response  was  the 
greatest  compliment  to  motherhood  to  be 
found  anywhere:  "We  dd  not  doubt  our 
mothers  knew  it." 


at     Temple     Square. 

They  believed  what  their  mothers  taught 
them.  They  had  faith  in  God.  They  were 
preserved,  and  they  helped  save  their 
homes  and  families  from  destruction. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  great 
struggle  for  independence  in  this  country 
under  the  leadership  of  Washington  and 
Abraham  Lincoln,  men  of  God,  and  of  how 
our  Heavenly  Father  prepared  the  way  so 
that   the    Gospel    in    its    purity    might    be 


May,    1949. 


CUMOKAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


t>3 


restored  to  the  earth  because  it  had  been 
so  changed  and  modified,  and  the  authority 
to  act  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  had  been 
lost.  So  in  this  new  land,  the  Lord  pre- 
pared the  way,  and  he  gave  victory  to  a 
group  of  people  who  came  to  their  country 
because  they  wanted  to  worship  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
science. 

He  gave  to  certain  individuals  the  in- 
spiration to  frame  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  that  has  been  referred  to  in 
this  conference,  the  greatest  Palladium  of 
human  rights  that  we  know  anything 
about.  Under  such  a  Constitution  the  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ  was  restored  to  the  earth 
One  hundred  nineteen  years  ago  when  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  the  Church  of  the  Lamb  of  God  was 
organised . 

All  these  things  are  part  of  the  history 
of  the  world,  and  so  much  more  that  there 
isn't  time  to  even  think  of  to-day.  But  the 
thing  I  want  to  emphasise  is  this  :  all  the 
time  the  hand  of  our  Heavenly  Father  has 
been  extended  in  love  to  his  children  and 
to  the  prophets  that  plead  with  them  to 
repent  of  their  wrongdoings,  and  keep  his 
commandments.  And  where  they  did,  they 
were  blessed,  and  where  they  failed,  they 
lost  their  blessings. 

We  have  here  on  this  stand  the  Hoi}' 
Bible  containing  the  Old  and  the  New  Tes- 
tament, as  well  as  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
which  is  the  history  of  the  ancestry  of  the 
American  Indian.  We  have  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  containing  the  revelations 
of  God  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  all 
available  to  the  Latter-day  Saints.  Then 
we  have  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price. 

We  look  upon  these  four  volumes  as  the 
teachings  of  our  Heavenly  Father  and  so 
accept  them  and  there  isn't  any  teaching 
in  any  of  them  that  any  man  in  the  world, 
belonging  to  any  church  or  no  church,  can 
find  fault  with  because  in  every  case  the 
teaching  is  to  make  men  and  women  better 
wherever  they  may  be. 

The  scriptures  are  available  to  all,  my 
brothers  and  sisters.  You  have  been  told 
there    are    thousands    of    vour    sons    and 


daughters  in  the  world  now,  seeking  to 
share  with  our  Father's  other  children  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  before 
it  is  too  late.  I  want  to  say  to  you  we  are 
coming  dangerously  near  to  a  time  when 
our  Heavenly  Father  will  withdraw  his 
spirit  from  the  world  because  the  people 
of  the  world  will  not  accept  it.  We  have 
been  told  to-day  that  there  are  now  a  mil- 
lion and  forty  thousand  members  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  and  I  say  to  you,  not  boastfully, 
but  seeking  to  explain  the  truth,  that  this 
Church  has  received  in  this  latter  day  a 
new  witness ;  God  the  Father  and  the  Son 
did  appear  in  the  woods  of  Palmyra.  A  boy 
received  a  witness  that  enabled  him  to  en- 
dure all  kinds  of  persecution  and  finally 
at  last,  as  he  was  taken  by  his  enemies  he 
said,  "I  am  going  like  a  lamb  to  the 
slaughter.  I  have  a  conscience  void  of 
offense  towards  God,  and  toward  all  men 
and  it  shall  yet  be  said  of  me — I  was  mur- 
dered in  cold  blood." 

Joseph  Smith  the  Prophet,  and  his 
brother  Hyrum,  the  great  great  grand- 
father of  the  man  who  sits  behind  me,  and 
others  in  the  audience,  went  with  him,  not 
for  any  wrong  that  they  had  done  but  be- 
cause  they  had  sought  to  teach  the  truth 
and  call  the  people  of  the  world  to  repent 
before  it  was  too  late.  But  the  work  has 
gone  on  and  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  we  have  been  permitted  to 
carry  on  in  this  great  land.  We  have  been 
permitted  to  teach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Our  missionaries  of  course,  have 
gone  all  over  the  world,  but  I  am  speaking 
now  of  our  own  land.  However,  there  are 
many  people,  many  men  and  women  in 
this  land,  some  whom  may  be  friends  or 
relatives  who  are  misguided  by  the  idea 
that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
isn't  as  fine  a  system  of  government  as 
they  have  in  Russia  or  Germany,  or  Italy 
or  some  other  part  of  the  world,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  Lord  himself 
said  that  He  raised  up  the  very  men  who 
framed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
vStates  and  directed  that  the  membership 
of  this  Church  should  pray  for  and  sustain 
those     wlto    represented     the    Constitution 
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of  this  land.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  Bible 
and  can  read  the  Ten  Commandments  that 
were  given  to  Moses  for  the  guidance  of 
the  people  wherein  the  Lord  told  Moses 
what  the  people  should  live  for  and  do. 
If  those  Ten  Commandments  had  been 
lived  up  to  by  the  people  of  the  world 
down  to  the  present  time,  this  earth  could 
long  ago  have  been  celestialised,  so  far  as 
living  is  concerned.  But  the  people  refused. 

You  know  and  I  know  that  the  Ten 
Commandments  contain  the  will  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  towards  us,  and  I  am 
grateful,  not  only  for  the  civil  laws  but  the 
laws  God  has  given  to  us.  I  feel  bound  to 
conform  my  life  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Ten  Commandments.  I  feel  equally  bound 
to  sustain  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  came  from  the  same  source  as 
the  Ten  Commandments.  Unless  the  peo- 
ple of  this  great  nation  can  realize  it  and 
come  to  their  senses  they  may  forfeit  the 
liberty  that  they  now  enjoy,  the  blessings 
that  are  so  multiplied  among  us.  I  do 
hope  and  pray  that  they  will  discover  be- 
fore it  is  too  late  that  God  has  spoken 
again.  Your  responsibility  and  mine  is  to 
let  our  light  so  shine  that  others  seeing  our 
good  works  will  be  constrained  to  glorify 
Him  and  His  name  who  is  the  Author  of 
our  being. 

These  books  contain  the  advice  of  the 
Father  of  us  all,  the  Father  of  the  Jews,  the 
Gentiles,  the  Christians,  the  Pagans.  He 
is  the  father  of  our  Spirits  and  God,  down 
through  the  ages,  has  tried  to  encourage 
people  to  do  the  thing  that  would  bring 
them  happiness  and  not  unhappiness.  Yet 
to-day  we  find  this  world  in  such  a  con- 
dition that  there  is  uncertainty  upon  even- 
hand .  It  is  our  duty  not  only  to  obey  the 
commandments  of  our  Heavenly  Father  but 
to  pray  for  those  who  hold  high  positions 
in  the  states,  and  in  the  nation.  Why?  Be- 
cause if  they  can  be  influenced  by  the  spirit 
of  the  Lord,  and  there  have  been  many 
cases  where  they  have  been,  then  the  peo- 
ple will  receive  the  blessing  they  need. 

Brothers  and  Sisters,  we  are  coming  to 
the  time  when  we  will  return  to  our  homes 
and  I  ask  you,  "Where  in  all  the  world 
could  we  have  spent  the  last  five  days  under 


sweeter  influences  than  we  have  enjoyed 
here  in  this  great  Tabernacle.  We  have 
been  blessed  beyond  our  ability  to  appre- 
ciate our  blessings,  I  think.  And  now  as 
we  go  to  our  homes,  will  we  take  to  them 
the  influence  that  we  have  found  here — 
the  blessing  that  we  enjoy  here — will  it  be 
carried  out  to  encourage  those  that  are  not 
doing  what  they  should?  If  we  do,  then 
this  conference  will  have  been  to  us  an 
added  blessing,  because  inasmuch  as  we 
endeavour  to  bless  the  children  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  we  receive  a  blessing 
ourselves.  In  other  words,  "Inasmuch  as 
ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these  my  brethren,"  the  master  said,  "ye 
have  done  it  unto  me."  We  are  living  in 
perilous  times.  Brethren  and  sisters,  set 
your  houses  in  order.  Gather  your  families 
around  you,  have  your  prayers,  ask  the 
blessing  upon  your  food,  give  of  your  sub- 
stance to  those  who  are  in  need. 

When  I  heard  that  marvellous  record  of 
funds  that  have  been  utilised  by  this  little 
Church  as  reported  to-day  and  think  of 
what  has  been  given,  and  the  millions  that 
have  been  expended  by  this  group  of  peo- 
ple, I  marvelled,  and  I  stand  here  to  say 
that  not  one  of  you  who  has  conti-ibuted 
will  be  one  dollar  poorer  than  you  were 
before. 

I  hope  that  these  young  people  here  to- 
day will  feel  a  blessing,  and  I  hope  they 
will  go  back  to  school  and  take  with  them 
the  spirit  that  is  enjoyed  here,  grateful  for 
theblcssingofour  Heavenly  Father.  They 
are  always  close  to  those  who  honour  Him 
and  keep  His  commandments.  And  I  now 
advise  these  young  men,  protect  the  virtue 
of  these  girls  as  you  would  protect  3'our 
lives  and  to  these  young  women,  I  say,  pro- 
tect the  virtue  of  these  boys  as  you  would 
protect  your  lives.  You  are  all  the  children 
of  God  and  he  loves  you  but  the  adversary 
will  do  everything  he  can  to  tear  down  and 
destroy  your  opportunities  for  happiness. 
That  same  admonition  in  regard  to  these 
students  of  the  university  I  give  to  all  the 
sons  and  daughters  in  the  Church  where- 
ever  they  may  be  and  if  we  will  honour 
God  and  keep  his  commandments  and  live 
as  we  should  no  matter  where  the  storms 
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may  strike,  the  winds  may  blow  and  the 
lightnings  may  flash,  we  will  be  like  the 
children  of  God  always  have  been  when 
they  have  kept  his  commandments,  we  will 
be  under  the  protecting  hand  of  him  who  is 
all-powerful. 

We  will  continue  to  go  forward  and  grow 
and  develop  in  life,  and  in  the  end  we  will 
find  a  reward  as  an  inheritance  in  the  celes- 
tial kingdom  of  our  God  right  here  upon 
this  earth  and  enjoy  the  companionship  of 
those  we  love  forever. 

May  the  Lord  bless  you,  my  brethren  and 
sisters,  for  your  faithfulness,  and  I  bless 
you  as  he  gives  me  power  to  do  so  that  you 
may  continue  not  only  to  do  as  well  as  you 
have  done  in  the  past  but  that  you  may 
strive  harder  than  ever  to  save  the  world 
by  teaching  the  people  in  it  who  are  worthy 
to  live  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  until  it 
shall  have  been  proclaimed  to  all  and  the 
opportunity  be  given  to  them  to  under- 
stand the  truth  because  this  is  our  Father's 
work.  This  is  not  the  Church  of  any  man. 
It  is  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the 
only  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  that  is  on  the 
earth  which  is  entitled  to  that  name  by  His 
appointment.     Do  you  appreciate  it? 

Men,  do  you  appreciate  your  wives? 
Wives,  do  you  appreciate  your  husbands? 
Parents,  do  you  appreciate  your  children? 
Children,  do  you  love  and  appreciate  your 
parents?  If  we  do,  then  we  will  love  one 
another  and  there  will  be  peace  and  happi- 
ness in  our  lives  and  in  our  communities 
and  our  homes  will  be  the  abiding  place  of 
the  Spirit  of  God. 

That  that  may  be  the  case  and  that  we 
may  now  go  from  here  renewed  in  our  de- 
termination to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  State  of  America,  to  maintain 
the  standards  of  the  Ten  Commandments 
and  to  observe  the  advice  and  counsels  of 
our  Heavenly  Father,  as  they  have  been 
given  by  his  servants  from  time  to  time  and 
then  when  the  time  comes  that  this  earth 
shall  be  cleansed  and  purified  by  fire,  and 
the  celestial  kingdom  shall  be  set  upon  this 
earth,  then  I  pray  that  we  will  find  our 
names  recorded  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life 
entitling  us  to  a  place  in  that  kingdom  and 


that  there  will  not  be  one  missing  but  that 
every  one  of  us  and  those  we  love  may  be 
there.  I  do  it  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord,  Amen. 


JAPAN. 

Mission  Growing. 

The  Japanese  Mission  now  has  over  ioo 
members.  Half  of  them  are  members  of  the 
former  mission  closed  in  1924  and  have 
been  located  and  are  the  nuclei  around 
which  present  organisations  are  being 
built. 

Since  the  creation  of  the  mission  there 
are  54  new  members,  mostly  young  people. 

"The  best  proof  of  their  conversion,*' 
says  Pres.  Edward  L.  Clissold,  in  a  recent 
report  to  the  office  of  the  First  Presidency, 
"is  their  eagerness  in  acquainting  their 
families  and  friends  with  the  Gospel  and 
the  story  of  its  restoration." 

Including  the  President  and  his  wife 
there  are  17  missionaries  in  this  field.  Eight 
of  them  are  Niseis,  six  from  Hawaii,  one 
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from  the  mainland  U.S.  and  one  from 
Canada.  They  are  without  exception  cap- 
able and  earnest  young  people.  As  the 
Caucasian  Missionaries  are  in  the  process 
of  learning  the  language,  the  burden  of  the 
work  thus  far,  with  one  notable  exception, 
has  been  borne  by  the  Nisei  missionaries. 
They  are  a  great  credit  to  the  wards  and 
branches   from   which   they   come. 

Missionary  work  in  Japan  has  been 
greatly  aided  by  a  supply  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  and  the  Articles  of  Faith  in 
Japanese  inherited  from  the  former  mis- 
sion. (  hi  the  other  hand  it  has  been  handi- 
capped by  a  lack  of  song  books  and  tracts 
in  the  Japanese  language.  An  introductory 
tract  has  been  published  and  the  "Plan  of 
Salvation"  is  now  at  the  printers.  A  small 
temporary  song  book  is  also  being  printed. 
The  Dcctrine  and  Covenants  and  the  Pearl 
of  Great  Price  have  been  translated  into 
Japanese  but  the  manuscript,  now  over  20 
years  old,  has  not  yet  been  rechecked.  As 
the  organisations  grow  the  difficulty  of 
supplying  officers  and  teachers  with  texts 
in  Japanese  increases. 

GERMANY. 

733  Baptisms  in  1948. 

Combined  efforts  of  President  Jean  W1111- 
derlich  and  the  missionaries  of  the  West 
German  Mission  have  resulted  in  the  bap- 
tism of  733  members  during  1948. 

As  a  result  of  this  growth  the  sixty 
branches  organised  when  President  Wun- 
derlich  arrived  here  has  grown  to  eighty. 
This  has  necessitated  the  addition  of  three 
new  districts. 

The  Relief  Society,  under  the  leadership 
of  Sister  Wunderlich,  has  undertaken  a 
welfare  project  to  renovate  and  make  some 
'25,000  articles  of  clothing  sent  from  Zion. 
Approximately  one  half  of  this  endeavour 
has  been  completed  to  date.  Emphasis  has 
been  .  directed  toward  making  German 
Saints  self-supporting,  and  even  at  this 
writing,  President  Wunderlich  feels  no 
large  scale  need  for  future  welfare  requests 
from  Salt  Lake  City.  The  spirit  of  welfare 
is  contagions  and  no  matter  how  humble 
or  how  small  the  project  may  be,  the  spirit 
to  carry  it  through  is  always  there. 


ENGLAND. 

62,000  Football  Fans  Hear  Elders  Sing 

Songs  of  Zion. 

More  than  62,000  football  fans  of  Shef- 
field, Manchester,  and  Wolverhampton 
listened  with  rapt  attention  while  the  Mil- 
lennial Chorus  sang  for  25  minutes  pre- 
liminary to  the  Hillsborough  semi-final 
football  match  between  Manchester  United 
and   Wolverhampton. 

As  the  strains  of  "Come,  Come  Ye 
.Saints"  and  other  favourites  were  borne 
throughout  the  stadium  via  a  public 
address  system,  scarcely  a  sound  could  be 
heard  from  the  huge  multitude.  Although 
the  play  of  the  athletes  brought  forth 
rounds  of  cheering  from  the  spectators  dur- 
ing the  match,  the  chorus  found  an  en- 
tirely different  but  no  less  impressive  re- 
sponse ;  for  them  the  crowd  was  spellbound 
before  a  type  of  entertainment  they  had 
not  anticipated. 

By  far  the  largest  group  to  hear  the 
chorus  thus  far,  the  football  enthusiasts 
represent  a  vast  cross-section  of  people  that 
might  never  be  reached  through  ordinary 
.missionary  activities. 

U.S.A. 

Hollywood  Professional  Artists  Produce 

Two  Unusual  Church   Films. 

•  Plans  for  the  distribution  of  the  two  wel- 
fare films,  "Church  Welfare  in -Action" 
and  "The  Lord's  Way,"  under  production 
for  the  last  two  and  one-half  years,  are 
nearly  complete,  it  was  announced  this 
week  by  the  General  Church  Welfare  Com- 
mittee. 

The  first  film,  "Church  Welfare  in 
Action,"  is  a  documentary  picture  giving 
a  history  and  over-all  view  of  the  Church 
Welfare  Program  since  its  inception  in 
1936.  The  second  film,  entitled  "The 
Lord's  Way,"  shows  how  the  Welfare  Pro- 
gram comes  into  the  life  of  a  family  who, 
because  of  an  accident,  are  left  without  an 
income  and  need  to  be  assisted. 

Both  films,  sponsored  by  the  General 
Church  Welfare  Committee,  were  produced 
by  professional  movie  men  of  Hollywood 
who  are  active  members  of  the  Church. 
Work    on    the    films    was    first    started    in 
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October  of  1946,  under  the  personal  direc- 
tion of  W.  O.  Whitaker  and  Eric  Larson, 
top  animators  for  the  Walt  Disney  Studios 
in  Burbank,  California.  vSince  that  time- 
countless  thousands  of  hours  of  donated 
labour  by  many  other  active  members  of 
the  Church  have  gone  into  the  producing 
of  the  films. 


Scott  Whitaker  did  much  of  the  anima- 
tion for  the  second  film,  and  assisted  in 
writing  the  scripts. 

(Ed.  note:  Elder  Whitaker  spent  two 
years  labouring  in  the  South  African  Mis- 
sion and  will  no  doubt  be  remembered  by 
some  of  the  Saints  here.  ) 


GOSPEL    PREACHED   THROUGH    MUSIC 


By  ELDER  R.  C.  TAYLOR. 


OUR  singing  Elders  of  the  South  Afri- 
can Mission  known  as  the  "Cumorah 
Quartet"  experienced  an  unusual  deviation 
from    routine  missionary    work    when    thev 


accompanied  President  and  Sister  Wright 
on  a  tour  of  South  Africa.  Radio  and 
theatre  audiences  as  well  as  church  congre- 
gations   throughout   the    Union    have   been 


T.  Max  Evans,  Robert  C.  Taylor.  Stewart  H.  Parker.    A.  Sterling  Workman. 


entertained  by  the  Quartet  which  origi- 
nated in  Cape  Town  soon  after  the  arrival 
of  the  Wrights  in  the  country. 

After  Elders  Stewart  H.  Parker,  A.  Ster- 
ling Workman,  Robert  C.  Taylor  and  T. 
Max  Evans  formed  the  Cumorah  Quartet 
in  Cape  Town,  the  President  discussed  with 


them  the  possibilities  of  the  Quartet  accom- 
panying him  as  he  toured  the  mission  at 
April  Conference  time. 

Before  April  rolled  around  the  quartet 
members  presented  every  conceivable  plan 
for  arranging  space  in  the  President's  car 
for  six   people  plus  all  the  necessary  lug- 
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gage  and  "Mom"  Wright's  hat-box.  How- 
ever, the  President  concluded  that  two  of 
the  Quartet  must  travel  by  train,  and  the 
toss  of  a  coin  decided  that  Elders  Evans 
and  Parker  would  ride  the  rails  to  Port 
Elizabeth  while  Elders  Workman  and  Tay- 
lor triumphantly  fought  the  dust  in  the 
back  seat  of  the  car. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  tour,  of  course, 
was  that  the  President  might  hold  confer- 
ences in  all  the  districts  of  the  mission  with 
the  added  colour  that  the  Quartet  could 
provide  in  the  meetings.  However,  it  was 
hoped  that  the  Quartet  would  gain  favour- 
able publicity  for  the  Church  and  help  to 
eliminate  some  of  the  prejudices  so  com- 
mon among  people  who  are  unfamiliar  with 
the  Church  and  its  people. 

The  Elders  in  Port  Elizabeth  had  made 
arrangements  for  the  Quartet  to  sing  at  the 
Grand  Theatre,  where  their  singing  was 
well  received  and  the  press  comments  were 
favourable.  A  most  fair  and  informative 
article  about  "Mormons"  claimed  a  promi- 
nent place  in  the  Eastern  Province  Herald 
due  to  the  attention  aroused  by  the  Quartet. 

Conference  sessions  in  Port  Elizabeth 
were  marked  by  record  attendances  and  a 
wonderful  spirit,  common  to  a  special  gath- 
ering of  the  Saints.  That  Sunday  saw  per- 
haps more  Elders  in  Port  Elizabeth  than 
had  ever  been  there  before  at  one  time. 
Besides  the  five  Elders  stationed  in  Port 
Elizabeth  and  the  visiting  Quartet,  Elders 
Braithwaite  and  Cheney  stopped  in  as  their 
homeward  bound  boat  docked  at  Port 
Elizabeth. 

From  Port  Elizabeth  the-  President's 
party  journeyed  to  East  London,  where 
water  was  so  scarce  that  they  were  almost 
forced  to  try  the  "cat  method"  of  taking  a 
bath.  The  Quartet  roused  some  fine  audi- 
ences at  the  Colosseum  in  East  London  and 
invited  the  Saturday  night  crowd  to  church 
services  the  next  day.  They  didn't  all 
come,  but  many  did,  and  so  surprised  the 
Elders  of  East  London  that  they  were  still 
packing  in  chairs  long  after  the  meeting 
had  started.  That  particular  meeting  was 
one  of  the  most  inspirational  of  the  tour, 
as  President  Wright  spoke  brilliantly,  and 


with  power  and  conviction  proclaimed  the 
story  of  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel. 

Elders  Workman  and  Taylor  lost  their 
back  seat  in  the  President's  De  Soto  to 
Elders  Evans  and  Parker  when  they  were 
forced  to  leave  East  London  by  train  for 
Durban.  The  "great  Natal  Port"  proved 
fascinating  to  the  visitors,  who  took  in  its 
sights  in  between  performances  at  the 
beach  pavilion  and  on  several  radio  pro- 
grammes. Once  again  President  and  Sister 
Wright  thrilled  the  Saints  and  others  who 
attended  the  Natal  District's  Conference 
meetings.  The  Elders  in  the  Quartet  left 
the  evening  meeting  early  in  order  to  sing 
at  a  concert  held  in  the  Durban  City  Hall, 
which  was  also  broadcast.  It  was  there  that 
they  were  greeted  by  one  of  their  most  re- 
ceptive audiences. 

By  sending  Mom  Wright's  hat  box  and 
a  few  other  pieces  of  luggage  on  the  train 
with  Elders  Paxman  and  Soren  to  Pieter- 
maritzburg,  all  six  of  the  President's  party 
(even  Elder  Evans)  managed  to  squeeze 
into  the  car  so  that  no  one  would  miss  see- 
ing the  Valley  of  a  Thousand  Hills. 

There  was  native  life  in  its  true  primitive 
form.  It  was  there,  in  the  midst  of  Zulu- 
land,  that  the  Elders  found  their  most  en- 
thusiastic audience  as  they  enthralled  a 
pack  of  dirty  natives,  with  "Cowboy  Joe" 
in  the  Chief's  kraal.  After  posing  for  a 
picture  with  a  rather  sticky,  black  baby  in 
his  hands,  Elder  Evans  couldn't  stand  him- 
self until  he'd  scrubbed,  sterilised  and  de- 
odorised his  hands.  (He  felt  offended  be- 
cause no  one  would  shake  hands  with  him.) 

In  Pietermaritzburg  a  small  meeting  was 
held  where  the  President  once  again 
strongly  proclaimed  the  Gospel  and  the 
Elders  rendered  their  musical  numbers. 
Then  on  to  the  big  city — Johannesburg, 
where  there  began  a  spartan  schedule  which 
kept  both  the  President  and  the  Quartet 
on  the  move  well  into  the  night. 

The  Elders'  first  theatre  engagement  in 
the  Transvaal  was  at  the  Capitol  Theatre 
in  Pretoria,  where  the  Quartet  travelled  for 
four  performances. 

On  the  following  Sunday  the  Ramah  Hall 
was  bulging  at  its  seams  as  once  again  re- 
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cord  crowds  attended  conference.  A  most 
wonderful  spirit  was  evident  and  a  feeling 
that  bigger  and  better  things  are  in  store 
for  the  South  African  Mission  was  felt  as 
President  Wright  called  for  support  to- 
wards the  proposed  building  project  in 
Johannesburg. 

For  one  full  week  the  Cumorah  Quartet 
sang  at  the  Plaza  Theatre  in  downtown 
Johannesburg,  in  addition  to  two  feature 
radio  programmes.  They  were  publicised 
by  the  most  prominent  newspapers  and 
much  desirable  recognition  was  gained 
throughout  the  Transvaal.  More  will  come 
when  their  final  recordings  are  released  by 
Trutone.  ( )n  one  occasion  their  singing 
afforded  them  an  opportunity  to  meet  the 
Mayor  and  many  of  the  most  influential 
people  of  Johannesburg. 

The  Quartet  accompanied  the  President 
and  Sister  Wright  to  meetings  in  Krugers- 
dorp,  North  Western  and  Springs,  as  well 
as  the  many  functions  which  kept  Ramah 
busy  almost  every  night. 

The  great  "diamond  city,"  Kimberley, 
proved  full  of  interest  to  the  travellers  who 


PORT  ELIZABETH 


Tour 

stopped  for  two  days  to  see  the  sights  and 
also  to  sing  and  hold  a  cottage  meeting". 
However,  the  day  they  arrived,  Elders 
Workman  and  Taylor  found  little  interest 
in  Kimberley 's  dry  streets  after  being 
missed  at  the  train  station  and  walking  the 
town  over  all  day  in  search  of  a  familiar 
face. 

The  "centre  city,"  Bloemfontein,  heard 
the  last  of  the  Cumorah  Quartet.  They 
gave  three  performances  at  the  Ritz 
Theatre,  where  they  were  very  graciously 
received.  The  final  conference  meetings 
were  elevating  spiritual  feasts,  and  man}' 
investigators  heard  President  Wright  en- 
thusiastically proclaim  the  great  drama  of 
the  restoration.  They  were  visibly  im- 
pressed by  the  message. 

As  President  and  Sister  Wright  returned 
to  Cape  Town,  the  members  of  the  Quartet 
bid  fond  farewells  to  each  other.  They  felt 
deeply  grateful  for  their  rich  experiences 
of  the  past  six  weeks,  knowing  full  well 
that  any  success  enjo)red  by  them  was  due 
to  a  much  greater  power  than  in  them  lay. 

The  Lord's  work  is  indeed  progressing 
in   South  Africa  ! 
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EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

(Reported  by  Henrietta  E.   Booysen). 

The  recent  visit  of  President  and  vSister 
Wright  highlighted  the  month's  activities. 
Two  conference  sessions  were  held  on  the 
iotli  in  the  Cambridge  Town  Hall.  Both 
sessions  were  attended  by  record  crowds 
and  the  evening  session  climaxed  the  day 
with  over  ioo  present.  The  majority  pre- 
sent were  investigators,  and  the  talks  by 
President  and  Sister  Wright  enlightened 
them  as  to  the  plan  and  purpose  of  the 
Church  in  this  land.  Everyone  was  very 
favourably  impressed  with  the  beautiful 
musical  renditions  sung  by  the  "Cumorah 
Quartet." 

Adding,  to  the  spirit  of  the  Conference 
was  the  confirmation  of  Sister  Mony  Mary 
McCullam,  by  Elder  Ronald  Wagstaff.  She 
was  baptised  earlier  in  the  week  by  Elder 
Dean  Wilding  during  an  informal  service 
held  at  the  TsTahoon  River.  President  and 
Sister  Wright  attended  the  service  and  the 
Quartet  offered  a  very  lovely  rendition  of 
"In  the  Garden." 

The  Colosseum  Theatre  was  filled  to 
capacity  on  the  evenings  of  the  8th  and 
gth,  the  occasion  being  the  personal  appear- 
ance of  the  "Cumorah  Quartet"  on  the 
Colosseum  stage.  The  crowds  were  thrilled 
with  the  performances  of  this  fine  group. 

PORT    ELIZABETH   BRANCH 
(Reported  by  Theresa  Trollip). 

A  very  inspiring  conference  was  held  on 


the  3rd,  with  the  President  and  Sister 
Wright  and  the  "Cumorah  Quartet"  in  at- 
tendance. It  was  very  enjoyable  meeting 
with  President  and  Sister  Wright,  and  their 
talks  were  a  wonderful  source  of  inspira- 
tion to  all.  Brother  Thomas  Wilson,  from 
Cape  Town,  bore  his  testimony  wonder- 
fully, and  the  record  crowd  in  attendance 
was  deeply  impressed. 

The  Quartet  filled  two  engagements  at 
the  (hand  Theatre  which  proved  to  be  very 
successful,  and  helped  to  publicise  the 
Church  in  this  city. 

President  Wright  was  interviewed  by  a 
representative  of  the  Eastern  Province 
Herald,  and  a  fine  article  was  published  by 
this  paper  explaining  some  of  the  tenets  of 
the  Mormon  faith. 

These  activities  have  certainly  paved  the 
way  for  missionary  work  in  Port  Elizabeth. 

Brother  Otto  Doller  and  his  family  from 
Naaupoort  visited  us  on  the  17th.  Their 
baby  son,  Robin  Collin  Doller,  was  blessed 
by  Elder  Kenneth  R.  Curtis. 

President  and  Sister  Daniel  Cherrett  were 
also  visiting  us,  and  President  Cherrett's 
counsel  and  advice  was  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  members  here. 

A  surprise  "basket  night"  was  held  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  H.  Trollip 
in  aid  of  the  building  fund.  The  Sisters 
decorated  the  baskets  and  filled  them  with 
"eats,"  while  the  Elders  and  Brothers 
dished  out  the  cash.  Everyone  enjoyed 
themselves  while  supporting  this  good 
cause. 

Port  Elizabeth  has  made  marked  progress" 
this  month  in  Church  work.  An  increase 
is  noted  in  attendance,  payment  of  tithes 
and  offerings  and  in  funds  for  our  chapel. 
We  pray  that  this  effort  may  continue 
throughout  the  year. 

MOWBRAY   BRANCH 
(Reported  by   Beatrice  Smith). 

The  month  of  iVpril  has  been  one  of  great 
activity  at  "Cumorah."  On  Sunday  the 
3rd  the  evening  service  was  conducted  by 
the  Y. W.M.I. A.  The  theme  of  the  service 
was  based  on  the  Mutual  theme  for  the 
year — "Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep 
it  holy."    Sister  Madge  West  gave  a  splen- 
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did  talk  on  this  subject.  Sister  Wiid  spoke 
for  the  Special  Interest  Group,  and  Elder 
Duncan  was  the  third  speaker.  Our  thanks 
go  to  Mr.  Combrink  for  his  singing  and  to 
Mrs.  Payne  for  the  beautiful  flowers  that 
adorned  the  Chapel. 

On  the  9th,  the  Relief  Society  held  a 
iood  sale,  which  might  have  been  better 
patronised  by  members. 

The  Mutual's  monthly  dance  was  held 
on  the  same  evening.  Sister  Joan  Baker  is 
doing  a  fine  job  in  organising  these  dances. 

Sunday  evening  Fireside  Chats  have  been 
resumed.  Two  very  instructional  "question 
evenings"  were  held  during  the  month  at 
Sister  Higgs'  home.  Quite  a  large  crowd 
turned  out  on  both  occasions. 

Special  services  were  held  on  Easter  Sun- 
day. There  was  really  a  splendid  turn-out 
at  both  services. 

The  Mutual  had  a  mountain-picnic  on 
Easter  Monday.  According  to  reports 
everybody  had  a  splendid  time,  but  there 
were  many  stiff  joints  in  evidence  on  the 
following  day. 

NATAL  DISTRICT. 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

(Reported  by  Valerie  Hancock). 

April  has  been  an  eventful  and  hectic 
month  for  the  Durban  Branch.  I  am  sure 
this  month  will  stand  out  in  the  memory 
of  the  Durban  members  for  some  time. 

To  start  the  month  off,  the  Relief  Society 
held  a  very  happy  and  successful  "talent 
night."  All  taking  part  did  very  well,  and 
made  the  evening  successful.  One  of  the 
outstanding  characters  of  the  evening  was 
our  Branch  President,  Elder  Glen  J.  Pine- 
gar.  Elder  Pinegar  took  the  part  of  an 
anxious  and  over-excited  bride-to-be,  hav- 
ing a  final  fitting  of  her  wedding  gown. 
His  performance  brought  forth  happy 
laughter  from  the  audience.  The  small  and 
unexpected  part  Elder  Gardner  took  in 
this  same  play  was  so  well  enacted  that, 
when  he  appeared  on  the  scene  fresh 
laughter  was  heard.  The  "talent"  calls 
were  very  well  responded  to,  and  a  good 
time  was  had  by  all. 

The  next  event  in  our  filled  month  was 


a  visit  by  Brother  van  der  Westhuizen 
from  Johannesburg.  He  attended  the  Sun- 
day evening  service  and  very  kindly  ren- 
dered a  beautiful  .pianoforte  solo.  His 
wonderful  playing  was  greatly  appreciated 
by  all  of  us.  After  the  service  a  few  mem- 
bers went  to  the  Y.M.C.A.  with  the  mis- 
sionaries. The  missionaries  had  arranged 
to  conduct  a  religious  service  at  the  Club. 
Elder  Pinegar  conducted  the  meeting,  and 
after  Elder  Reisner's  scripture  reading, 
Elder  Olsen  addressed  the  young  people. 
The  majority  present,  which  is  so  pleasing 
to  note  these  days,  were  young  people. 
Elder  Olsen  gave  a  very  wonderful  talk. 
His  subject  was  "The  First  Two  Great 
Commandments."  This  talk  must  have 
opened  the  eyes  and  hearts  of  all  present 
to  many  things  which  they  had  been  blind 
to  previously.  The  meeting  was  closed  by 
singing  the  hymn  "Abide  with  Me."  This 
hymn  was  very  fitting  as  it  confirmed  in 
music  what  Elder  Olsen  had  spoken  about. 

There  were  quite  a  few  questions  asked, 
and  these  brought  out  interesting  discus- 
sions. At  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion 
Brother  Van,  who  attended  the  meeting 
with  us,  was  asked  to  play  the  piano.  Once 
his  musical  ability  was  discovered,  he 
wasn't  allowed  to  rest.  We  pray  this  even- 
ing will  give  the  young  people  attending  a 
desire  to  attend  our  service  and  hear  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel. 

President  and  Sister  Wright  arrived  in 
Durban  on  the  13th.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  the  "Cumorah  Quartet."  The 
Quartet  made  a  few  broadcasts  and  sang 
in  public  every  night.  They  gained  great 
popularity  here,  and  it  has  been  heard  that 
local  people  are  going  into  the  music  shops 
for  the  recording  of  the  "Cumorah  Quar- 
tet" singing  "The  Utah  Trail"  ! 

The  first  conference  session  was  held  on 
the  17th  under  the  auspices  of  the  Sunday 
School  Organisation.  For  some  members, 
it  was  their  first  meeting  with  President 
and  Sister  Wright,  but  for  many  it  was  a 
very  happy  re-union.  Our  evening  service 
was  the  concluding  conference  meeting. 
We  had  a  record  congregation,  many  of 
whom  were  investigators.  The  inspiring 
words  of  President  and  Sister  Wright  and 
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the  other  wonderful  speakers  on  the  pro- 
gramme will  live  long  in  our  memories. 
The  prejudices  many  of  the  investigators 
had  against  the  Mormons  were  broken 
down  by  these  wonderful  speakers  at  the 
meetings.  Of  course,  the  lovely  voices  of 
the  Quartet  were  heard  at  both  meetings 
on  Sunday. 

A  concert  was  held  at  the  Seamen's  Insti- 
tute on  Saturday  evening,  the  23rd.  The 
programme  consisted  of  guest  artists  only 
and  so  the  name  of  the  concert  was  "Star 
Varieties."  The  large  hall  was  packed  and 
the  concert  was  a  great  success,  thanks  to 
the  hard  work  of  Elder  Pinegar  and  those 
who  helped  him.  Thanks  also  goes  to  all 
the  artists  who  so  willingly  gave  their 
performances  and  made  the  concert  the 
success  it  was.  This  is  a  fine  start  for  our 
Building  Fund  ! 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  Sister  C.  M. 
Hancock  has  been  very  ill  for  the  last  two 
months.  She  is  improving  now,  and  we 
pray  the  Lord  will  bless  her  that  she 
will  soon  regain  her  complete  health  and 
vitality. 

Brother  Moore  has  been  admitted  to  the 
hospital  again,  in  a  serious  condition.  We 
pray  that  tfhe  Lord  will  bless  him  also  and 
restore  him  to  his  normal  health  again. 

TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

(Reported  by  Margaret  Jennings). 

The  Raman  Hall  was  the  scene  of  a  well- 
attended  and  well-organised  dance  held  by 
the  North-Western  Branch  Relief  Society 
on  the  1  st  of  April.  Rhythmic  popular 
music  was  provided  by  Denis  Lloyd's 
orchestra. 

Brother  van  der  Westhuizen's  guiding 
angel  has  been  having  a  busy  time  lately. 
A  month  ago  he  was  involved  in  an  acci- 
dent and  made  a  remarkable  recovery 
through  the  prayers  and  administration  of 
the  Priesthood.  During  this  month  he  had 
a  narrow  escape  by  refusing  an  offer  of  a 
lift  on  a  motor-cycle  which  was  later  in- 
volved in  a  serious  accident. 

Baptismal  services  were  held  at  Ramah 
recently   when  the   following   people  were 


admitted  to  membership  :  Sister  MacAdams, 
Nola  Matthews,  Doris  Smith,  Miriam  Rec- 
kas,  Errol  Kelly  and  Brian  Robinson.  Many 
inspiring  testimonies  were  heard  and  those 
present  were  reminded  of  these  words: 
"And  if  it  so  be  that  you  labour  all  your 
days  crying  repentance  unto  this  people, 
and  bring,  save  it  be  one  soul  unto  me, 
how  great  shall  be  your  joy  with  him  in 
the  Kingdom  of  my  father." 

On  Easter  Sunday  special  services  were 
held  at  which  many  members  gave  inspir- 
ing contributions.  A  most  inspiring  ad- 
dress on  "prophecies"  was  given  by  Elder 
Nicholas  M.  Smith,  Jnr.,  during  the  even- 
ing service,  at  which  number  of  investiga- 
tors were  present. 

We  were  all  very  pleased  to  welcome 
President  and  Sister  Wright  and  the 
"Cumorah  Male  Quartet"  into  our  midst 
on  the  19th  April  at  a  M.I. A.  meeting. 
Elder  Backman  recited  the  first  part  of 
"Added  Upon"  to  a  most  enthusiastic 
Mutual  group. 

Ramah  Relief  Society  sisters  were  very 
pleased  to  have  Sister  Jean  Wright  pay 
them  an  unofficial  visit  on  the  20th. 

President  and  Sister  Wright  were  the 
guests  of  honour  on  Friday  the  22nd  at  a 
dance  organised  by  the  North-Western 
Relief  Society,  at  which  the  Quartet  enter- 
tained the  dancers  with  a  selection  of  har- 
monious melodies. 

District  Conference  was  held  on  the  24th, 
at  which  the  largest  attendance  ever 
recorded  received  inspiration  and  guidance 
from  the  Mission  President,  his  good  wife 
and  the  many  members  who  took  part  oh 
the  programme.  In  the  morning  210 
people  joined  in  the  spiritual  feast  and  in 
the  evening  there  were  196  present.  The 
"Cumorah  Quartet"  never  seemed  to  tire 
and  rendered  several  beautiful  numbers, 
and  combined  with  the  other  contributions 
everyone  felt  amply  repaid  for  their  efforts 
to  come  from  various  parts  of  the  Trans- 
vaal. The  infant  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reg. 
and  Jean  Muller  was  blessed  by  President 
Wright  and  given  the  name  of  Christopher 
Alan. 

President    and    Sister    Wright   were    the 
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guests  of  honour  when  the  Transvaal  Mis- 
sionaries excelled  themselves  on  the  29th 
and  30th  April  at  two  performances  of  a 
very  successful  concert  in  aid  of  the 
Ramah  Building  Fund.  Brother  Norman 
Muir  and  his  Committee  were  gratified  at 
the  excellent  results,  as  large  crowds 
attended  both  performances. 

April  has  been  a  month  we  will  always 
remember  as  the  first  official  District  Con- 
ference attended  by  President  and  Sister 
Wright  and  the  "Cumorah  Quartet". 
Judging  by  the  wonderful  reception  ac- 
corded the  Quartet  by  the  Branches,  the 
public  who  heard  them  at  Theatres  on  the 
Reef  and  in  Johannesburg,  President 
Wright's  foresight  has  been  well  justified. 
Their  smiling  faces  and  radiant  personali- 
ties have  endeared  them  to  everyone,  and 
brought  home  the  name  of  the  Church  tc 
many  people  who  would  otherwise  have 
had  their  usual  perverted  ideas  about  the 
"Mormons". 

The  Quartet  also  had  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  the  Mayor  of  Johannesburg,  some 
of  the  City  Councillors  and  Provincial 
Councillors  at  the  Forest  High  School. 
Their  songs  were  very  well  received  and 
members  present  had  the  privilege  of  tell- 
ing interested  people  something  about  the 
Missionary  System  and  the  Church  Pro- 
gramme. 

SPRINGS    BRANCH 
(Reported  by  Mavis  Louw). 

Sister  Cora  Futter  has  recovered  from 
her  severe  illness,  which  resulted  from  the 
eating  of  an  apple  which  contained  arsenic. 
We  are  grateful  to  the  Lord  for  her 
recovery. 

The  Springs  Branch  held  a  baptismal 
service  at  Ramah  on  the  ioth  April.  Brother 
I.  C.  Louw  baptized  Sister  Sarah  Bates, 
Sister  Sarita  Stemmet,  Brother  Errol  Jubber 
and  Brother  W}^nne  Armstrong.  Brother 
N.  G.  Muir  confirmed  Sister  Bates  and 
Elder  M.  Payne  confirmed  Sister  Stemmet. 
Elder  M.  V.  Backman  confirmed  Brother 
Armstrong  and  Brother  I.  C.  Louw  con- 
firmed Brother  Jubber. 

We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  these 
new  members  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
bless  them. 


The  highlight  of  our  Easter  Sunday  Ser- 
vice was  a  violin  solo  by  Elder  J.  E.  Niven. 
Brother  and  Sister  Derryck  Vice  were  our 
guest  speakers  in  the  evening  service. 

The  members  of  the  Branch  wish  to  ex- 
press their  sincere  thanks  to  Brother  and 
Sister  E.  L.  Futter.  They  contributed  two 
very  beautiful  pictures  for  the  decoration  of 
our  meeting  hall. 

All  attendance  records  were  broken  when 
President  and  Sister  Wright  visited  our 
branch  accompanied  by  the  "Cumorah 
Quartet"  and  Elder  Hyer.  A  real  "spiri- 
tual feast"  was  enjoyed  by  the  members 
and  the  many  investigators  present.  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Wright  delivered  two  very 
fine  messages  which  were  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  beautiful  singing  of  the  Quartet. 
Among  the  visitors  at  our  meeting  were 
Elders  Quick  and  Reed  from  Nigel,  accom- 
panied by  some  investigtors.  Elders  Niven 
and  Bell  from  Boksburg,  Brother  N.  G. 
Muir  and  party  from  Ramah  and  Brother 
Louis  Duncan  from  Durban,  were  all  in 
attendance.  President  Wright  blessed  the 
baby  of  Brother  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Campbell 
and  the  baby  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ramsey. 

On  the  2nd  of  May  a  social  was  held  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Alex  Wilson 
in  the  form  of  a  farewell  for  Brother  Johan 
Stemmet  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  to 
Zion.  President  and  Sister  Wright  and  the 
Quartet  were  our  guests  once  again.  A 
fine  programme  of  recitations  and  songs  by 
our  Sunday  School  children,  very  gener- 
ously intermingled  with  items  by  the  Quar- 
tet, was  very  much  appreciated  by  everyone 
present.  After  a  short  speech  by  Brother 
I.  C.  Louw,  our  Mission  President  was 
called  upon  to  present  Brother  Stemmet 
with  a  small  token  of  esteem  and  love  from 
the  members  of  the  Springs  Branch. 
Brother  Stemmet  very  ably  replied.  We 
wish  Brother  Stemmet  God  speed  and  Tot 
Siens. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

(Reported  by  Jeannette  Cowdrey). 

A  blessed  event  was  noted  on  the  18th  of 
March.  Mrs.  J.  Sanders,  the  wife  of  Brother 
Donald  Sanders,  became  the  mother  of  a 
healthy  baby  boy.    Congratulations  are  ex- 
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tended    by 
Branch. 


the    members    of    the    Pretoria 


Sister  Joyce  Jones,  from  Bulawayo,  spent 
an  enjoyable  two  weeks'  holiday  with  her 
mother  in  Pretoria. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  25th. 
President  and  Sister  Wright  and  Elder 
Hyer  were  in  attendance.  A  very  inspira- 
tional meeting  was  enjoyed  by  the  many 
members  and  investigators  present. 

It  was  announced  in  last  month's  edition 
that  Brother  John  Troskie  had  been  sus- 
tained as  branch  president.  Brothers  Carl 
Kunitz  and  Oliver  Cowdrey  have  been  sus- 
tained as  his  counsellors.  Sister  Nola 
Troskie  is  the  new  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendent and  Sister  Cecilia  Harvey  is  filling 
the  position  as  Relief  Society  President. 

VEREENIGING  BRANCH 

Brother  J.  P.  Brummer  was  sustained  as 
Branch  President  and  Brother  R.  C.  Brum- 
mer was  sustained  as  his  counsellor,  during 
the  recent  visit  of  President  Wright  to  the 
Transvaal  District. 

The  Elders  have  been  removed  from  the 
Vereeniging  area  due  to  a  lack  of  mis- 
sionary personnel. 


3n  fepmpatfjp 


Sister  Hellena  Scheckle  passed  away  on 
the  13th  of  April,  after  an  extended  illness. 
Memorial  services  were  held  on  the  13th  at 
Jones  and  Rice  Funeral  Parlour,  intern- 
ment taking  place  at  the  South  End  Grave 
Yard. 

Sister  Scheckle  was  noted  for  her  strong 
testimony  of  the  Gospel  and  her  diligent 
service  in  the  Lord's  work. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  all 
who  mourn  her  passing. 

RELIEF  SOCIETY   CORNER 


1  tsp.  baking  soda 

1  pinch  salt 

A  cup  cocoa 

\  tsp.  vanilla 

I  tablespoon  vinegar 

Cream  butter  and  sugar  then  add  the 
milk.  Sift  cocoa  and  soda  with  flour  and 
add  with  vanilla  and  salt.  Mix  well  and 
have  tins  greased  and  just  before  putting 
the  cake  into  the  oven  add  1  tablespoon 
vinegar.  Mix  quickly  and  bake.  350  de- 
grees. 

If  walnuts  are  desired,  dust  with  flour 
and  add  to  mixture  before  the  vinegar. 
CHINA,    properly   washed   then  rinsed  in 

very  hot  water,  dries  by  itself  on  a  dish 

drainer. 

BUILDING    COMMITTEE    FORMED 

DURING  THE  RECENT  CONFER- 
ENCE in  Johannesburg,  a  committee  was 
formed  to  direct  the  work  of  erecting  a 
chapel  in  the  Johannesburg  area.  The  four 
brethren  working  in  this  capacity  are 
Norman  G.  Muir,  Francis  Donly,  Tex 
Smith  and  Ken  Sutherland. 

President  Wright  has  authorised  the 
committee  to  select  a  suitable  site  and  com- 
plete all  the  plans  for  this  project.  This 
entails  a  great  deal  of  work  which  will  ably 
be  taken  care  of  by  these  brethren. 

COVER 

A  common  sight  to  the  country  traveller 
in  Natal.  A  Zulu  warrior  chief,  with  his 
fighting  implements,  posing  at  the  entrance 
of  his  kraal. 

President  and  Sister  Wright  and  the 
"Cumorah  Quartet"  no  doubt  viewed  just 
such  a  hearty  warrior  during  their  recent 
tour  of  the  Union. 


No=Egg  Chocolate  Cake 

A  cup  butter  or 

1  cup  sugar 
shortening 

i\  cups  milk 

2  cups  fl  GUI- 
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